
QUALITY OF CARE IN THE COMMUNITY

102

Objective

To describe COVID-19 events and vaccination roll-outs 
in Newfoundland and Labrador (NL) compared to the 
island communities of New Zealand, Australia, Iceland, 
Prince Edward Island, and Vancouver Island.

Practice Points

1. COVID-19 vaccination protects against severe 
disease and death from COVID-19 infection.

2. The uptake of COVID-19 vaccination has varied 
across countries in many of which the unvaccinated 
were at highest risk for adverse events from the virus.

3. NL has had only seven COVID-19 attributed deaths 
since the pandemic started as of 31 Aug 2021.

Methods

1. Quality of Care NL decided early in the COVID-19 
pandemic to follow events in New Zealand (island 
population of 4.8 million), Tasmania (island 
population 540,000), Victoria, Australia (population 
6.5 million), Iceland (island population 364,000), 
Prince Edward Island (island population 158,000), 
and Vancouver Island (island population 870,000).

2. Data on incidence of new cases, deaths, and 
vaccinations, together with a description of various 
types of interventions imposed or loosened and 
vaccination rollout plans, were obtained from 
government websites up to 31 Aug 2021. This report 
examines data from 23 Feb 2021 to 31 Aug 2021 
(data from the start of the pandemic to 23 Feb 2021 
can be found in previous editions of Practice 
Points).

3. Vaccination data were collected weekly from the 
end of May 2021 onwards.

Results

Figure 1. Comparison of Percentage of Eligible 
Population (≥12 Years) Fully Vaccinated by 
Jurisdiction, 28 May–31 Aug 2021

 • Iceland had the most rapid uptake of immunization 
followed by the three Canadian islands. Uptake in 
New Zealand and Australia was low and by 31 Aug 
2021 was only 29% in New Zealand.

Newfoundland and Labrador (NL)

Figure 2. Incidence of New Cases and Percentage 
of Eligible Population Fully Vaccinated in 
Newfoundland and Labrador, 23 Feb–31 Aug 2021

 • NL’s vaccination roll-out was not associated with 
community transmission since early June 2021.

Vaccination and Control of COVID-19 in NL and in 
Populations Comparable to NL (23 Feb–31 Aug 2021)
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Vaccination Roll-out:

 • Vaccination roll-out began on 16 Dec 2020. 

 • Eligible population consisted of those twelve years 
and older (~483,400 people).

 • NL’s COVID-19 immunization plan was delivered in 
three phases:

 ◇ Phase 1 – Focused on those most at risk of 
exposure, those most likely to experience severe 
complications, and those essential to maintaining 
the provincial pandemic response. This included 
congregate living for seniors, health care workers 
at high risk and those directly involved in the 
pandemic response, adults 85 years and older, 
and adults in remote and isolated Indigenous 
communities.

 ◇ Phase 2 – Adults 70 years of age and older 
(starting with those 80 years and older); adults 
who identify as First Nations, Inuit or Métis; staff, 
residents, and essential visitors at congregate 
living settings; adults 60–69 years; adults in 
marginalized populations where infection could 
have disproportionate consequences; first 
responders; frontline health care workers who 
were not immunized in Phase 1 and who may 
come into direct contact with patients; people 
aged 16–59 who are clinically extremely 
vulnerable; people who are required to regularly 
travel in and out of the province for work; and 
frontline essential workers who have direct 
contact with the public and cannot work from 
home during Alert Level 5 (including teachers 
and educational staff).

 ◇ Phase 3 – This includes anyone in priority groups 
remaining from phase 1 or 2, and adults 16–59 
years of age. Those aged 12–15 years were 
included after approval.

Second Wave:

 • On 6 Feb 2021, a case was identified in Mount Pearl 
and signalled the start of a second wave in NL. 

 • Whole genome sequencing identified it to be a 
variant of concern (B.1.1.7 or Alpha variant) and on 12 
Feb 2021 the entire province moved to Alert Level 5 
(Lockdown). More than five hundred and seventy five 
cases and two deaths were linked to this outbreak. 

 • A locality approach (Avalon Peninsula versus the 
rest of NL) was used in gradually reducing 
restriction measures. All of NL moved to Alert Level 
2 on 27 Mar 2021.

Cluster Control of Three Community Outbreaks:

 • On 13 May 2021, the Port Aux Basques/Codroy Valley 
Area (Western Health) moved to Alert Level 4 after 
three cases were identified in a school in that area. 
Nine cases were connected to this cluster. All of NL 
moved to Alert Level 2 on 20 May 2021. 

 • On 22 May 2021, the Lewisporte to Summerford 
area (Central Health) moved to Alert Level 4 after a 
cluster of seven cases was identified. This area was 
expanded on 24 May 2021 to include the Northeast 
Coast. Whole genome sequencing identified it to 
be a variant of concern (B.1.617 or Delta variant). 
Approximately 70 cases were connected to this 
cluster. Lockdown measures were loosened using a 
locality approach (Lewisporte to Summerford 
versus the rest of the Northeast Coast). All of the 
area moved to Alert Level 2 on 8 Jun 2021.

 • On 30 May 2021, the St. George’s-Stephenville-Port 
au Port area moved to Alert Level 4 after a cluster of 
seven cases was identified. The Alert Level 4 region 
was expanded on 1 Jun 2021. Over 40 cases were 
connected to this cluster. The area moved to Alert 
Level 2 on 12 Jun 2021. 

August Clusters:

 • On 18 Aug 2021, a small cluster was identified in 
Eastern Health. Five cases have been connected to 
this cluster. 

 • On 27 Aug 2021, a case was identified in Western 
Health, the source was under investigation. Seven 
cases have so far been connected to this cluster. 
Whole genome sequencing has identified it to be 
the Delta variant.

Border Control:

 • On 23 Jun 2021, visitors from Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island were able to 
enter the Province without any testing or self-
isolation requirements.

 • On 1 Jul 2021, NL moved to Step 1 of their Reopening 
Plan. Non-essential travel from within Canada 
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permitted. Fully vaccinated Canadian travelers have 
no testing or isolation requirements. Partially 
vaccinated travelers must present a pre-departure 
negative COVID-19 test result or self-isolate upon 
arrival until they receive a negative test result. 
Unvaccinated Canadian travelers were then 
required to self-isolate for 14 days.

 • On 1 Aug 2021, NL moved to Step 2 of their Reopening 
Plan. Fully and partially vaccinated Canadian travelers 
will have no testing or isolation requirements. 
Unvaccinated Canadians will need to be tested on day 
7, 8, or 9, and self-isolate until receipt of a negative 
test result.

New Zealand (NZ)

Figure 3. Incidence of New Cases and Percentage 
of Eligible Population Fully Vaccinated in NZ, 23 
Feb–31 Aug 2021

 • NZ’s low immunization rate was associated with 
community transmission of the Delta variant in 
Auckland and Wellington in August 2021.

Vaccination Rollout:

 • Vaccination rollout began on 20 Feb 2021. 

 • Eligible population consists of those 12 years and 
older (~4,121,325 people). 

 • In NZ, Everyone aged 16 and older was grouped into 
one of four groups for their COVID-19 vaccination:

 ◇ Group 1 – Border workers and their household 
contacts.

 ◇ Group 2 – High-risk frontline workers (frontline 
health care workers, emergency responders, 
long-term residential care workers) and people 
living in high-risk places.

 ◇ Group 3 – People at greatest risk of serious illness, 
which includes those aged 65 years and older 
and those with underlying health conditions.

 ◇ Group 4 – General population aged 16 years and 
older (vaccinated by age bands starting with 
those aged 60 and over). 

 • Following approval, from 20 Aug 2021, young people 
between 12–15 years were eligible to book vaccinations. 

Domestic Restrictions and Community Outbreak:

 • The last community outbreak occurred in Feb 2021 
with the last case identified on 27 Feb. NZ moved to 
Alert Level 1 on 12 Mar 2021.

 • On 16 Aug 2021, the first community case since 
February was identified. NZ moved to Alert Level 4 
(Lockdown) on 18 Aug 2021. Whole genome 
sequencing identified it to be the Delta variant with 
a link to the New South Wales (Australia) outbreak. 

 • On 1 Sep 2021, areas south of Auckland moved to 
Alert Level 3. Northland then remained at Alert 
Level 4 until at least 3 Sep and Auckland was 
expected to remain at Alert Level 4 for at least 
another two weeks (with a review on 13 September).

 • As of 31 Aug 2021, six hundred and eighty-seven 
cases were part of this community outbreak and 32 
cases were in hospital, eight of which were in the ICU.

Border Control:

 • All travelers (including those who have received a 
COVID-19 vaccination) must have a COVID-19 test 
taken and a negative result returned within 72 
hours of their first scheduled international flight. 

 • All travelers are required to stay in managed 
isolation for at least 14 days, and be tested for 
COVID-19 at least three times – within 24 hours of 
arrival (day 0/1), day 3, and day 12. 

 • The Aug community transmission escaped by way 
of a site worker from a quarantine facility.
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Figure 4. Incidence of New Cases and Percentage 
of Eligible Population Fully Vaccinated in Tasmania, 
23 Feb–31 Aug 2021

 • Tasmania has had few cases of COVID-19 but is still 
vulnerable because of its low vaccination rate.

Vaccination Rollout:

 • Vaccination rollout began on 22 Feb 2021.

 • Eligible population consists of those 12 years and 
older (~463,000). 

 • Tasmania’s vaccination program is being rolled out 
in four phases:

 ◇ Phase 1a – Border security and quarantine staff, 
frontline health staff at higher risk, and residents 
and staff at aged and disability residential care 
facilities.

 ◇ Phase 1b – Everyone aged 70 years and older, 
remaining health care workers, Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander adults aged 50 years and 
older, people aged 16 years and older with under-
lying medical conditions, critical and high-risk 
workers, and household contacts of quarantine 
and border workers.

 ◇ Phase 2a – Everyone aged 40 years and older, all 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people aged 
16 years and older, and National Disability Insurance 
Scheme (NDIS) participants and their carers who 
are aged 16 years and older.

 ◇ Phase 2b – All adults aged 16 years and older.

 • Children are expected to be vaccinated in Phase 3 if it 
is clinically recommended and approved. Currently, 
children who are aged 12–15 years are eligible to get 
vaccinated if they have specified medical conditions 
or disabilities, are Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children, or live in remote communities (as 
part of community outreach vaccination programs).

Border Control:

 • All individuals travelling or transiting through Australia 
must provide evidence of a negative COVID-19 (PCR) 
test taken 72 hours or less before their scheduled 
departure.

 • Overseas travelers must complete 14-day isolation 
in government facilities on coming into Australia.

 • Interstate travelers and residents entering Tasmania 
from areas designated as medium and high-risk must 
complete 14-day isolation in either a government-
designated facility (level 1) or a suitable premises 
(level 2). Interstate travelers from low risk areas are 
not required to quarantine. These rules apply to 
vaccinated travelers as well.

Victoria (VIC)
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Tasmania (TAS)

Figure 5. Incidence of New Cases and Percentage 
of Eligible Population Fully Vaccinated in Victoria, 
Australia, 23 Feb–31 Aug 2021

 • Victoria’s low vaccination rate was associated with 
substantial community transmission of the Delta 
variant in July and Aug 2021.
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Cluster Control of Two Community Outbreaks:

 • On 24 May 2021, the first community cases in 87 
days were identified. COVIDSafe measures were re-
imposed on 25 May 2021 in Metro Melbourne and 
on 28 May 2021, Circuit Breaker restrictions were 
implemented statewide. Whole genome 
sequencing identified it to be the Delta variant 
(B.1.617.1). More than 100 cases were linked to this 
outbreak. Restrictions were eased across Victoria 
using a locality approach (Metro Melbourne versus 
Regional Victoria). On 9 Jul 2021, Victoria returned to 
their previous COVIDSafe restrictions. 

 • On 12 Jul 2021, three community cases were 
identified and linked to interstate travel. On 16 Jul 
2021, Victoria went into lockdown to combat the 
Delta variant and the large number of exposure 
sites. On 27 Jul 2021, lockdown was lifted across 
Victoria and a range of restrictions were eased. Due 
to increasing case numbers and the high number 
of associated close contacts and exposure sites, 
Victoria again went into a statewide lockdown on 5 
Aug 2021. On 9 Aug 2021 lockdown was lifted in 
Regional Victoria, but extended in Metro Melboune. 
On 17 Aug 2021, Melbourne restrictions were 
strengthened further and a curfew was imposed. 
On 20 Aug 2021, the same restrictions and curfew 
were imposed across Regional Victoria. This will 
remain in place until 70% of Victorians have had at 
least one dose of vaccine (estimated to be 23 Sep 
2021). More than 1,450 people are currently linked to 
this community outbreak.

 • In the current outbreak, the age profile of positive 
cases is younger than it has been for previous 
outbreaks. Of the 895 active cases on 31 Aug 2021, 
187 (21%) were aged between 0–9 years, 130 (15%) 
were aged between 10–19 years, 201 were aged 
between 20–29 years (22%), and 160 were aged 
between 30–39 years (18%).

 • Up until 25 Aug 2021, vaccination of these younger 
age groups was only available to those 16 years of 
age and older with an underlying medical condition 
or significant disability. 

 • There have been two deaths related to the outbreak.

Hospitalizations/ICU:

 • On 18 Jul 2021, the first case related to the outbreak 
was hospitalized.

 • As of 31 Aug 2021, sixty-one cases were in hospital, 
20 of which were in intensive care with 13 cases on 
ventilators.

Border Control:

 • All individuals travelling or transiting through Australia 
must provide evidence of a negative COVID-19 (PCR) 
test taken 72 hours or less before their scheduled 
departure.

 • Overseas travelers must complete 14-day isolation 
in government facilities on coming into Australia.

 • All interstate travelers and residents entering Victoria 
require a travel permit, exception or exemption. Based 
on the area you were in prior to travel to Victoria, you 
will be classified as arriving from an extreme risk zone, 
red zone, orange zone, or green zone. Quarantine 
and testing requirements differ based on the zone 
you are arriving from.

 • On 27 Aug 2021, a new Departing Hotel Quarantine 
Permit was approved. It requires mandatory Day 17 
testing as a condition of the permit to reduce the 
risk of COVID-19 getting into Victoria from people who 
have completed 14-day hotel quarantine interstate. 
Day 21 testing will continue to be recommended.

Iceland (IS)
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Figure 6. Incidence of New Cases and Percentage  
of Eligible Population Fully Vaccinated in Iceland,  
23 Feb–31 Aug 2021
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 • Despite the best vaccination rate among the seven 
comparable regions, substantial community 
transmission occurred in Iceland in Jul and Aug 2021.

Vaccination Rollout:

 • Vaccination rollout began on 29 Dec 2020. 

 • Eligible population consists of those 12 years and 
older (~314,050 people).

 ◇ Vaccinations began on 22 Aug 2021 for those 12–
15 years.

 • Iceland’s vaccination program included ten priority 
groups:

 ◇ Group 1 – Healthcare professionals and other staff 
working in emergency wards and intensive care 
units of Landspítali University Hospital and the 
intensive care unit in the hospital in Akureyri.

 ◇ Group 2 – Healthcare workers working in 
COVID-19 out-patient wards and wards for 
patients who have been infected with COVID-19.

 ◇ Group 3 – Persons living in nursing and retirement 
homes and old-age wards in hospitals.

 ◇ Group 4 – Ambulance staff, paramedics, the 
employees of the Icelandic Coast Guard, fire brigade 
employees, prison guards, call-out police officers.

 ◇ Group 5 – Healthcare professionals involved in 
the primary care of patients and who must 
necessarily be vaccinated.

 ◇ Group 6 – Persons aged 60 years and older.

 ◇ Group 7 – Persons with underlying long-term 
illnesses who are at particular risk.

 ◇ Group 8 – Employees of nursery, primary and 
secondary schools and select groups of social 
and welfare service workers.

 ◇ Group 9 – Persons who are in sensitive circum-
stances due to their social and economic situation.

 ◇ Group 10 – All others who request vaccination.

 • As of mid-Aug 2021, those who received the 
Janssen vaccine (Johnson & Johnson one dose 
vaccine) were offered a second dose (booster), and 
those with underlying diseases, who may not 
respond as well as others to vaccines, were also 
offered an extra dose. Over 53,000 people received 
the one dose Janssen vaccine (with 70% being 
given to those 39 years and younger).

 • As of 31 Aug 2021, approximately 38,000 had 
received a booster shot.

Domestic Restrictions, Current Outbreak and 
Vaccination Status:

 • From 15 Apr 2021, domestic restrictions within 
Iceland were continually eased over two and three-
week periods until all domestic restrictions were 
removed as of 26 Jun 2021.

 • On 1 Jul 2021, approximately 71% of Iceland’s eligible 
population was fully vaccinated (just prior to the 
fourth wave).

 • After a rise in domestic infections in July 2021 due to 
the Delta variant (fourth wave), masks, social 
distancing, capacity restrictions (up to 75%), and 
gathering limits (up to 200 people), were re-imposed 
on 25 Jul, 2021. Restrictions were re-evaluated and 
on 10 August were extended until 27 Aug, 2021.

 • On 28 Aug 2021, capacity restrictions were removed, 
however restrictions on the number of people who 
are allowed to gather in one location is still set at 
200, social distancing at one metre, and the 
obligation to wear a face mask remains.

 • From 10 Jul 2021 to 31 Aug 2021, there have been 
3,986 domestic infections (counting for more than 
a third of all confirmed cases since the start of the 
pandemic in Iceland). Sixty-three per cent of domestic 
infections have occurred in those fully vaccinated 
(n=2,486), 2% in those partially vaccinated (n=97), 
and 35% in those who are not vaccinated (n=1,403).

 • From 9 Jul 2021 to 31 Aug 2021, there have 149 
infections diagnosed in travellers to Iceland. Sixty-
four per cent have been identified in those fully 
vaccinated (n=96), 7% in those partially vaccinated 
(n=10), and 29% in those who are not vaccinated (n=43).

 • There have been three deaths associated with the 
outbreak.
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Hospitalizations/ICU and Vaccination Status:

 • On 19 Jul 2021, the first case related to the current 
outbreak was hospitalized.

 • Hospitalizations reached a peak at 32 on 12 Aug 2021 
with five people in ICU. 

 • On 14 Aug 2021, it was reported that 30 people were 
currently hospitalized. Seven were in the ICU and 23 
in the emergency department. Of the patients in 
intensive care, four had been fully vaccinated and 
four were on ventilators. Of those in the emergency 
department, 17 had been fully vaccinated and six were 
unvaccinated. A total of 73 people had been hospi-
talized up to this point with two-thirds of them being 
vaccinated. Of the 11 people that had been treated 
in the ICU, six of them had been fully vaccinated.

Border Control:

 • From 6 Apr 2021, travelers from outside Europe who 
had a valid certificate confirming vaccination or 
antibodies to the disease (prior infection) were able 
to visit Iceland. They were required to undergo a 
test upon arrival but were exempt from the 5-day 
quarantine and follow-up test.

 • From 27 Apr 2021, stricter requirements for 
quarantine of arriving passengers coming from 
high-risk areas were imposed. A ban on non-
essential travel to Iceland from specified high-risk 
COVID-19 areas took effect until 31 May 2021.

 • From 1 Jul 2021, those submitting valid vaccination 
certificates and certificates of prior infections of 
COVID-19 and children born after 2005 were no 
longer required to submit negative PCR-certificates 
upon arrival to the country.

 • From 27 Jul 2021, all vaccinated persons and those 
that can present a certificate of a prior COVID-19 
infection must present a negative PCR or antigen 
(rapid) test that is no more than 72 hours old before 
departure to Iceland. Unvaccinated individuals will 
continue to be required to present negative PCR 
test results no more than 72 hours old and undergo 
double PCR screening with a five-day quarantine in 
between. Children born in 2005 or later will 
continue to be exempted from all border measures.

 • From 16 Aug 2021, vaccinated passengers with ties to 
Iceland were required to undergo testing within 48 
hours of arrival in Iceland (rapid antigen test or PCR).
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Prince Edward Island (PEI)

Figure 7. Incidence of New Cases and Percentage 
of Eligible Population Fully Vaccinated in Prince 
Edward Island, 23 Feb–Aug 2021

 • PEI has vaccinated 80% of its eligible population and 
only COVID-19 cases related to travel have occurred.

Vaccination Rollout:

 • Vaccination rollout began on 16 Dec 2020. 

 • Eligible population consists of those 12 years and 
older (~140,500 people)

 • Prince Edward Island’s COVID-19 immunization 
program is being rolled out in three phases:

 ◇ Phase 1 – Residents and staff of long-term and 
community care, health care workers with direct 
patient contact at higher risk of COVID-19 exposure, 
seniors 80 years of age and older, adults 18 years 
of age and older living in Indigenous communities, 
residents and staff of other residential or shared 
living facilities (e.g. group homes, residential care, 
shelters, corrections), and truck drivers and other 
rotational workers.

 ◇ Phase 2 – Anyone in priority groups remaining 
from Phase 1, including frontline health care 
workers, first responders, adults over the age of 
70 years, adults aged 60–69 years, Indigenous 
adults not immunized in Phase 1, and adults 
aged 12–59 years (age bands from oldest to 
youngest).
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Vancouver Island (VanIS)

Figure 8. Incidence of New Cases and Percentage 
of Eligible Population Fully Vaccinated in Vancouver 
Island, 23 Feb–31 Aug 2021

 • Despite approaching 80% of the eligible population 
being vaccinated, community transmission has 
occurred in Vancouver Island during Aug 2021.

Vaccination Rollout:

 • Vaccination rollout began on 22 Dec 2020. 

 • Eligible population consists of those 12 years and 
older (~780,000 people).

 • British Columbia’s immunization plan is being 
delivered in four phases:

 ◇ Phase 1 – Residents, staff and essential visitors to 
long-term care and assisted living; individuals 
assessed for and awaiting long-term care; 
hospital health care workers who may provide 
care for COVID-19 patients; and remote and 
isolated Indigenous communities.

 ◇ Phase 2 – Seniors aged 80 years and older not yet 
immunized; Indigenous seniors aged 65 years 
and older, elders, and additional communities 
not yet immunized; hospital staff, community 
Family Physicians and medical specialists not yet 
immunized; vulnerable populations in select 
congregated settings; and staff in community 
home support and nursing for seniors.

 ◇ Phase 3 – People aged 60–79 years, in five-year 

 ◇ Phase 3 – Second vaccine dose for individuals in 
Phase 2 and additional youth younger than 12 
years of age as vaccines are approved for their 
age category.

PEI Cases and Moving Forward Plan:

 • Since 23 Feb 2021, cases have been linked to travel 
or have been identified as being close contacts of 
previously known cases.

 • On 18 Jul 2021, PEI moved to Step 4 of its five-step 
Moving Forward Plan. The plan outlines a stepwise 
approach to easing travel and public health 
measures. 

Border Control:

 • Returning islanders and visitors can apply for a PEI 
Pass. The PEI Pass verifies your vaccination status 
(fully vaccinated or partially vaccinated) and 
isolation requirements. 

 • As of 23 Jun 2021, those traveling from within 
Atlantic Canada to PEI and vaccinated with at least 
one dose are not required to self-isolate. Those who 
are unvaccinated must isolate for eight days and be 
tested upon entry and on day eight.

 • As of 18 Jul 2021, those traveling to PEI from outside 
of Atlantic Canada and vaccinated with two doses 
are not required to self-isolate but will be tested 
upon entry. Those who have one dose of vaccine or 
are unvaccinated must isolate for eight days and be 
tested upon entry and on day eight.

 • As of 9 Aug 2021, fully vaccinated citizens and 
permanent residents of the United States can visit 
PEI without isolating but will be tested upon entry 
(antigen tests are not accepted for entry to Canada).
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increments (starting at ages 75–79); People aged 
16–69 years who are clinically extremely 
vulnerable; front-line essential workers between 
the ages of 18–64 years.

 ◇ Phase 4 – People aged 18–59 years, in five year 
increments (starting at ages 55–59); children 
aged 12–17 years were included after approval.

BC Vaccine Card:

 • British Columbians will be required to show a new 
proof-of-vaccination card to enter many businesses 
and events across the Province. The rules will apply 
to restaurants, fitness centres, casinos, organized 
indoor events like conferences and weddings, 
movie theatres, ticketed sporting events and indoor 
concerts, and will apply, as relevant, to post-
secondary campuses and may include some 
student housing. 

 • One dose of vaccine will be required to enter those 
businesses and events as of 13 Sep 2021 and full 
vaccination will be required by 24 Oct 2021.

 • There will be no medical or religious exemptions.

 • These measures will remain in place until 31 Jan 2022, 
but may be extended.

Community Outbreak:

 • Due to the ongoing surge of COVID-19 cases in BC 
and the significant number of BC residents who 
remain unvaccinated, the province is reinstating its 
mask mandate for indoor public settings as of 25 
Aug 2021. The mask mandate had been lifted on 1 
Jul 2021, before the Delta variant triggered a fourth 
wave of the pandemic in BC.

 • From 23 Feb 2021–31 Aug 2021, Vancouver Island 
had 24 deaths and more than 4,270 cases. 

Border Control:

 • As of 9 Aug 2021, fully vaccinated citizens and 
permanent residents of the United States can visit 
British Columbia without isolating. At the border, a 
negative pre-entry test result is required (antigen 
tests are not accepted for entry to Canada). 

Conclusions

1. NL and PEI have immunized nearly 80% of their 
populations and community transmission has not 
occurred in July and Aug 2021. By contrast, in 
Vancouver Island a similar degree of immunization 
has not prevented a fourth wave.

2. Iceland’s experience is a concern because despite 
good immunization rates, it has observed 3,986 
domestic infections from 10 Jul 2021 to 31 Aug 2021, 
63% of which occurred in those fully vaccinated. 
However, there were only three deaths.

3. Low vaccination rates in New Zealand and Victoria 
have made these regions vulnerable to COVID-19 
Delta variant outbreaks. Tasmania has been free of 
community transmission despite its low vaccination 
rate.

4. Community protection by vaccination requires 
higher vaccination rates than what was achieved in 
NL. Iceland’s experience implies that continued 
mitigation strategies to prevent virus transmission 
will be required until higher immunization rates are 
achieved.


