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COMPARISON OF NL VS. CANADA VS. AUSTRALIA

Analysis of NL’s Health System Performance Compared to  
Provincial Peers and Canada’s Performance Compared to Australia

Background  

The Commonwealth Fund surveys the public and doctors 
about health system performance in 11 OECD countries, 
and the OECD provides metrics on care processes and 
health outcomes. The following four sections examine 
NL’s performance on care processes (preventative care, 
safe care, coordinated care, engagement, and patient 
preferences), access (timeliness and affordability), 
administrative efficiency, and health care outcomes, 
and we provide additional data from our own research. 
The next two sections compare health system structure, 
expenditures, and workforce in CAN and AUS. The final 
two sections compare NL’s health system structure 
and workforce to that of Tasmania (TAS), an island off 
AUS comparable to NL in population size.

Implications 

From the data, strategies needed to improve the 
health of the province and the value of health care 
spending include:

Respondents  

The Commonwealth Fund has undertaken surveys of 
adults (2016), adults ≥ 65 years (2017), and primary care 
physicians (2019), plus indicators of health quality are 
published by the OECD.

Ranking 

OECD countries are ranked according to the distance 
the metric is from its mean measured in standard 
deviations. Thus, the score could vary from -2 (very bad) 
to +2 (very good).

For each metric, NL was ranked in comparison to the 9 
other provinces: 1st is the best and 10th is the worst. In 
the tables rank 1–3 is coloured green, 4–7 is yellow, 
8–10 is red, and no data is grey.

Respondents AUS CAN NL

Commonwealth Fund Survey 
2016 – Adults 5,248 4,547 253

Commonwealth Fund Survey 
2017 – Adults ≥ 65 Years 2,500 4,549 254

Commonwealth Fund Survey 
2019 – Primary Care Physicians 500 2,569 192

Chronic Disease Prevalence 5,216 30,850 ––

Health System Performance

 Preventative Care
 Safe Care
 Coordinated Care
 Patient Engagement/Preferences

Care Processes

 Population Health
 Mortality Rates
 Cancer Epidemiology
 Cardiovascular Disease Outcomes

Health Outcomes

 Efficiency
 Equity
 Low-Value Care

Administration

 Structure
 Expenditures
 Workforce

Health Economics

 Timeliness
 Affordability

Access

Increase social spending and preventative care

Transform primary care

Centralize some acute hospital specialties

Reduce low-value care & improve quality of care

Social Model for care of the aging population

Enhance electronic infrastructure

Social and Health budget that reflects  
above priorities

Source:  
Commonwealth Fund International Comparisons 2017 
Benchmarking Canada’s Health Care Systems: International Comparisons 2019


